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Achieving and flourishing in our Christian Community

Ben Nelson-Smith  Headteacher

School Newsfeed
Dear Parents  
& Carers 
It has been a busy and 
productive month at 
Collaton St Mary and it has 
been wonderful to the see 
the children engaged and 
making progress in their 
learning. There have been 
lots of opportunities this 
month where our pupils have 
achieved and flourished in 

and for our community which are shown through this 
newsletter. For ongoing curriculum updates, make 
sure you follow the school newsfeed on our  
school website!

Year groups are well under ways in their science 
learning experiences. Have you ever wondered how 
we decide what will be taught? Every subject has been 
carefully designed so that areas of study are built upon 
within and across year groups. This ensures that by 
the end of Year 6, all areas of each subject have been 
taught and built upon. Following their science learning, 
the pupils will be starting an experience in RE.

In other news, you may have noticed some activity on 
the school field. With a successfully funding application 
with Active Torbay, we have been granted permission 
to build a running/cycle path around the school football 
pitch.  This will provide more use for the field space all 
year round, encourage healthier lifestyles and promote 
active ways to get to school. We will keep you updated 
with the milestones of the project.

As we enter December, we will look forward to 
celebrating the Christmas festivities with you all in a 
Covid safe way. 

Best wishes,

Thank you to all parents for contributing 
to our Children In Need Pyjama Day. We 

raised an amazing £203.50! Thank you all 
for your generous donations. 

Our School Newsfeed (on our website) 
is filled with regular updates, pictures 
and learning for our school. Simply go 
on the newsfeed or sign up to receive 

notifications for new posts. This can also 
be followed on Twitter!

https://www.collatonstmaryprimary.org/news-feed
https://www.collatonstmaryprimary.org/news-feed
https://twitter.com/collatonprimary


In Reception we have been exploring the 
question ‘Why is Light Important?’ The 
children have explored light being a part of 
special celebrations such as Diwali, birthdays 
and Christmas. We have also looked at natural 
and man-made sources of light and then 
moved on to looking at shadows. The children 
have enjoyed making their own shadows 
using their hands to make animals shapes and 
cutting out puppet shapes.

Reception



We had an exciting trip to the zoo. We were looking to see if we could 
identify if an animal was a carnivore, herbivore or an omnivore. In 
class, the children are now writing letters of application to the zoo for a 
job as an animal expert. There are pictures on the website of our visit.

Year 2



In Year Four, the children have been investigating 
which materials will attract to a magnet. The 
children had to think about how they were going 
to set up their investigation, after they had 
formed their prediction! 

The children have also been observing how 
magnetic materials are attracted the poles of a 

magnet! The children have been acting out the 
different roles to support their understanding. 

Contextualised learning! The children have been 
applying their measuring learning to solve some 
complex measurements problems around our 
school. They have been working collaboratively 
to support their maths buddy along the way!

Year 4



After a week of improving their understanding 
and fluency when solving increasingly 
complex multiplication calculations, Year 6 
took part in a multiplication treasure hunt.

Year 6

Year 6 are making great progress, whilst 
learning to play the ukulele each Tuesday

During their RE 
lessons, Year 6 have 
been considering 
whether science 
and religion can 
ever complement 
each other. We’ve 
had some fantastic 
discussions about 
evolution, the fossil 
record and the Big 
Bang Theory!

Year 6 have used their in-depth understanding 
of the illegal ivory trade to educate, inform and 
persuade others.



Firstly, thank you all for your patience 
with the ongoing road maintenance 
disruption on the main road. Despite 
it being out of our hands, we are 
trying our utmost to manage traffic 
and keep everyone safe. 

Our School Council have been put 
to work over the past month. One 
key area of discussion that they 
wanted to talk about was how we can 
improve the road safety and parking 
around our school. They came up 
with ideas and designs for new safety 
signs with the help of a graphic 
designer. The council shared their 
vision and are in the final stages of 
the design and improve phase.

Please can we take this opportunity 
to remind everyone to be considerate 
when parking near the school and not 
to park on double yellow lines or zig 
zag lines? Please can we also support 
the preschool by not blocking in cars 
around the back of their building 
or moving the cones as these are 
designated disabled parking spaces. 

Road   and   Parking   Safety 



Our pupils continue to thrive through the use of our 
on-site Forest School. Year 4 have particularly taken 
their cooking to a new level by making an apple 
crumble from scratch over a campfire. Thank you to Mr 
Taylor for providing this experience for the children. 

Forest School



CHRISTMAS

LUNCH
Please don’t forget to order your 

School Christmas Lunch by

Enjoy a freshly prepared tasty 

roast lunch using local  

and seasonal produce 

Our school Christmas lunch is very special and provides a valuable 

opportunity for us all to come together.  It is a traditional part 

of our school celebrations and children benefit from the whole 

dining experience. There is a great atmosphere at this time of year 

and the children and staff really enjoy the festive fun!

We hope this will also encourage children to eat a tasty hot school 

lunch for the rest of the year!

Crackers  AND  Party Hats!

Wednesday 8th December



E-Safety Information for Parents
The internet is a wonderful tool for 
learning when used effectively. With 
access to the internet improving and 
children using it at an early age, it is 
important that they are aware of how to 
keep safe. 

As adults, we all have different levels of 
understanding of the internet and how 
to keep safe - especially in a forever 
growing and changing industry. 

We have recently updated our website 
to include a section on ‘E-Safety Support 
for parents’. This includes guides of 
keeping children safe online for all ages 
and shares some of the latest trends to 
look out for. If you require any further 
support, someone from the school 
would be more than happy to help.

Please order 

and pay in the 

usual way via

 

KS2: Tuesday 14th December 
KS1: Wednesday 15th December 

Devonshire Roast Turkey
with all the trimmings!

or
Roasted Veggie Parcel

Served with
Roast potatoes and vegetable medley

(peas, carrots, broccoli, sprouts)
Optional gravy, stuffing ball, bacon chipolata, cranberry sauce and Yorkshire pud!

Dessert Trolley
Festive ice cream, Reindeer muffin, Or fresh fruit pot

 Please note: on the day KS1 have their Christmas lunch, KS2 will only be able to order a 
festive packed lunch. The same applies to KS2 lunch with KS1 only able to order a festive 

packed lunch

CHRISTMAS LUNCH MENU

https://www.collatonstmaryprimary.org/e-safety-support-for-parents


Collaton Attendance Nov 2021

Whole School 94.74%

Year Group % Attendance

Reception 92.69%

1 97.02%

2 94.69%

3 90.58%

4 96.19%

5 96.10%

6 95.23%

Well done to Year 1, our attendance 
winners for November

Anti-Bullying   Week 
Anti-Bullying week 
occurs every year 
in the middle of 
November and is a 
great opportunity 
to highlight the 
importance of working 
together to end 
bullying. This year’s 
key message was ‘One 
Kind Word’. We started 
the week with our 
annual ‘Odd Socks Day’ 
which celebrates how 
different we all are.

#antibullyingweek

What is Bullying?
There is no legal definition of bullying. But it is usually 
defined as repeated behaviour which is intended to 
hurt someone either emotionally or physically.

To raise further awareness and unity, our school 
council asked the PTFA if they could buy each child an 
anti-bullying wrist band. Our pupils made a pledge 
to wear a wrist band if they spread words of kindness 
and stand up against acts of unkindness. Well done to 
children for making the pledge!

Thank you to the families that recycled their plastic 
bottles this year to make our poppies. Every pupil 
painted their own poppy and Mrs Richards worked 
her magic by joining them together to make wreaths 
and garlands. A group of year 6 pupils took the 
poppies over to the church and decorated parts 
of the pews and the alter. Many members of the 
congregation commented on how beautiful the 
poppies looked during the Sunday Service.

We were also very fortunate to have Sergeant Lawley 
join us for the morning of the 11th. He joined our 
virtual service in the morning, visited each class for 
questions and answers and joined us for our 2 minute 
silence. The children certainly benefitted from 
hearing the thoughts of someone from the marines.

Remembrance Day

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week


Sunday 19th December 2021
2:00pm - 4:00pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall
Sands Road, Paignton, TQ4 6HA

a t  B a y  C h u r c h

Book your free place:
www.bay.church/christmas

Live nativity Real donkeys
Bouncy castle Meet Santa
Plenty of family fun Completely free!





Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Wednesday 8th December  Flu Vaccinations

Friday 10th December    Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 16th December  Virtual Christmas Service for families

Friday 17th December     Last day of term

Wednesday 5th January 2022  School returns

Collaton St Mary Primary School

Diary Dates

mailto:admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk

