
Dear Parents & Carers 
Welcome to the second part of the Spring Term! Last half-term wasn’t quite as we had 
planned when the partial school closure was announced but I am proud with how our 
pupils, staff and parents have worked together during this lockdown.

We have continued to deliver our broad curriculum throughout the partial school closure:  
the pupils have explored an area of geography in their year groups, developed their  
writing knowledge through a narrative unit and have now embarked on a science  
learning experience.

There is a lot to look forward to in the coming months as all pupils make a return to school 
on March 8th. We have launched our ‘Walk to Jerusalem’ challenge to celebrate lent, virtual 

calls with local care homes and, of course, we will find a way to ensure that our tradition of ‘Egg Rolling’ continues for 
the children in the lead up to Easter. 

I look forward to seeing all pupils make a return to school next month and hopefully seeing further normalities 
returning throughout the rest of the academic year.

With best wishes,
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Ben Nelson-Smith  Headteacher We need You!
I hope that you agree that Collaton St Mary is a special school 
which is part of a special community. We rely on our close 
partnerships with our parents through working groups such 
as our PTFA, Governors and Ethos Group. Without these 
groups, our school would be less effective in how we improve 
the outcomes for our pupils.

Unfortunately, we are having little interest from parents 
to support these groups and help make a difference to our 
school, at the moment. We have vacancies for roles within 
our PTFA, Ethos and governors, and it would be great for 
more parents join us in supporting these groups.

To help parents understand the groups better, please find 
attached a brief description of what they entail:

Governors – The governors form a local committee 
which assist in monitoring how the school progresses. 
Governors meet once a half-term as a committee to review 
how the school is performing in four porfolios: Curriculum 
and standards, safeguarding, ethos and community and 
partnerships.  

Ethos – Members of the Ethos meet once a half-term to 
discuss and monitor how the school is developing it’s  
ethos and Christian distinctiveness. 

PTFA – The PTFA essentially raise funds to benefit the school 
through projects. Currently, the same members are doing 
the majority of the work and additional members would be 
really appreciated – this can be one-off occasions or  
regular involvement.

If you would like to find out more, please contact Mr Nelson-
Smith who can share more information about the roles and 
point you in the direction of a current member to help you 
understand the groups further.

https://twitter.com/collatonprimary/status/1347540046937776129?s=20
https://twitter.com/collatonprimary/status/1347540046937776129?s=20


Our Collaton Character Gateways 
Academic progress, how the pupils learn and character 
development is important to us at Collaton. To support our 
pupils grow as individuals and prepare them life beyond 
Collaton St Mary, we have created ‘Character Gateways’. 

We have five character gateways that enable us to develop 
character consistently and cohesively. Each gateway details 
the traits we will focus on at any particular time.

Marvellous Monday
Our first day back after half term we had a “Marvellous Monday”, this involved live lessons on 

PE, art, cooking etc.   It was great to see everyone join in and learn many new skills.  

https://twitter.com/collatonprimary/status/1347540046937776129?s=20


Remote Learning
YEAR 1
Year 1 have been working hard 
on their Geography Learning 
Experience. They have been 
learning about traffic and ways we 
can reduce the amount of traffic in 
Collaton. They completed a traffic 
count and made their own junk 
model village!

Geography  
Learning Experience

Our class have been doing 
some yummy baking at 
home! It is going to be hard 
to pick a winner…

Great Bake Off!



Well done to everyone in Year 3 
who wrote a letter and sent them to 
the Dartmoor rangers. Jaxon in Year 
3 also sent his letter to Blue Peter 
and received a a Blue Peter Badge in 
return for trying to have an impact on 
the environment. Well done, Jaxon!

Responses to Geography Learning
YEAR 3



Comic Relief Day Friday 19th March

Captain Tom Moore 
Donations

PFTA

Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19th March and this year its never felt more important 
to have some fun and raise money to support people living incredibly tough lives.  
Donations will be possible to be made on ParentPay.

We will be sharing how our school will be getting involved soon, so watch this space!

Thank you to those families who dropped 
some spare change into school following 
our Captain Tom Moore Worship. £51.25 
was raised for this wonderful cause!

Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service 
have some useful information regarding the 
importance of smoke alarms in your homes.

Smoke Alarms 

Every member of staff at Collaton received 
a little goodie bag as a ‘Thank you’ from the 

PTFA for going the extra mile.

•
•
•
•
•
•



Walk / Scoot / Cycle to  
Jerusalem Challenge for LENT 

We sent a letter to parents recently regarding our  
exciting new challenge!
The school and church are linking up for an exciting challenge, which our pupils can take part in. Please 
see details below which outline how your children can get involved. 

What? 
Members of our school and church are being challenged to collectively walk/scoot/cycle to Jerusalem – 
that’s 3369 miles in total! We hope that this challenge can be completed with many people helping out! 

Why? 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of 
Easter. By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into 
the desert for 40 days. It would be great if you could organise your child to collect sponsorship for their 
walks e.g. a certain amount per mile – this is of course optional to raise money and you can just do it 
for the fun of it. For this challenge, we will be supporting The Children’s Hospice South West who are in 
need of vital funds during this time. 

When? 

The challenge is to be completed between 17th February and 3RD April – the 40 days of Lent. Pupils can 
complete a walk at any time during the day during this time period. 

Where? 
Anywhere local! Please bear in mind restrictions on staying local during the pandemic and how often 
you can exercise. 

How? 
Pupils can clock up miles throughout this period by recording multiple walks and trips out – you may 
need some form of app which can record walking distances. We have made a form where you can fill out 
the miles you have walked/scooted/cycled. Simply complete the form below and it will collate into an 
excel sheet our end, where every walk will be recorded. You can fill the form for every walk, once a week 
or all in one lump sum – whatever is easiest for you! 

We hope that many of you will join us in achieving this challenge. Whether you would like to 
raise money for charity or just join in for the fun, we would love for you to take part.

Click here to record your walks, scoots & cycles!

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FkOwMXOgB0GsGRvWX2mN-nBSxlcC6W5KuKMnNbe19SNUQkU0Rk9KUjUwSUVJOTZNRzlKR0QwQjdRVi4u




Bittern, Collaton St Mary, 9 Feb 2019

The safeguarding of our pupils will always 
remain a priority in our school. Safeguarding is 
everyone’s responsibility (including parents and 
carers). If you would like to speak to someone 
from school, Mr Nelson-Smith is the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead and Miss Postlethwaite is the 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead. 

New codeword scheme launched to help combat 
domestic abuse.

Victims of domestic abuse can now access 
much-needed support from pharmacies across 

the country through the new Home Office ‘Ask 
for ANI’ scheme. ‘ANI’ stands for Action Needed 
Immediately but also phonetically sounds like 
the name Annie.

If a pharmacy has the ‘Ask for ANI’ logo 
displayed, it means they’re ready to help. 
Anyone who is experiencing domestic abuse 
and needs immediate help can ask for ‘ANI’ and 
the pharmacy will offer a private space, provide 
a phone and ask if you need support from the 
police or other domestic abuse support services. 

Safeguarding

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact our  
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Ben Nelson-Smith on  

ben.nelson-smith@acexcellence.co.uk 
or MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) on 01803 208100.

mailto:ben.nelson-smith@acexcellence.co.uk


Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Citizenship ● Leadership  ● Explorers  ● Expression  ● Flourishing
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Thursday 4th March World Book Day

Monday 8th March Whole school return

Monday 22nd March  Parent consultations 

& Weds 24th March 

Friday 19th March                   Comic Relief Red Nose Day

Thursday 1st April Last day of term

Monday 19th April                   School returns 

Collaton St Mary Primary School

Diary Dates

What is available for you  
in the Community?

•  Eat that Frog are offering fun online cookery/craft 
sessions starting 29 March.  Please call  
01803-551551 to book .

•  BeWell@StepOne are offering mental health courses. 
More information can be found on their website: 
BeWell@StepOne Online Courses - Step One 
steponecharity.co.uk

•  Virtual HOPE are running a programme for Health 
and Social Care Staff Living with the Symptoms of 
Long Covid and a programme for Postnatal Emotional 
Wellbeing. For more information please contact the 
HOPE team via email:  
hope.devon@nhs.net or telephone: 01803 210493

Here are some free courses in Torbay which we believe 
may be of interest to some of you and for you to share:

mailto:admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk
http://steponecharity.co.uk
mailto:hope.devon%40nhs.net?subject=

