
Dear Parents & Carers 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
back to the new academic year. Despite the 
changes to our normal school procedures, the 
children have made a brilliant start to the year and 
settled back into our routines really well. This is 
also the perfect opportunity to say welcome to our 
new families that have joined us this year. Again, 
they have made a great start to their  
Collaton journey.

Our priority for this year is to deliver a curriculum that ensures children 
are safe in school, feel supported, develop as citizens and make excellent 
progress academically. Our bespoke curriculum will ensure that our pupils 
experience a range of experiences and thrive in a learning environment that 
supports their needs.

Working together as a family and school has never been so important. We 
are confident that our pupils will catch up from the school closures before 
the summer with quality teaching, targeted help and support from home.  
We have refined our class weekly letters to parents so that you can be clearer 
on the learning intentions in school and the learning expectations  
at home.

The children have already made an exciting start to the year. With a 
writing focus, Years 1 to 6 are completing a writing 
unit based on the traditional tale – Little Red Riding 
Hood. This unit of work provides the children to 
work with a familiar story whilst making progress 
in their writing knowledge.

I look forward to working closely with our families 
throughout the year and wish you all the best of 
luck with returning to some form of normality.

With Best Wishes,

NEWSLETTER
September 2020

Ben Nelson-Smith   
Headteacher

Ethos Committee 
Members Needed

Collaton is on the search for 
more members to join our 

Ethos committee. Our Ethos 
committee meet once a term 

and work together to review and 
enhance our Christian Ethos. 
Our ethos plays a significant 

part in how are pupils develop 
at Collaton. If you would like 

to find out more, please get in 
contact with Mr Nelson-Smith.

We are very sad to announce 
that Mrs Goble will be leaving 
Collaton at the end  
of September. 

Mrs Goble has played a huge 
part in Collaton’s history 
having worked here for over 
20 years. She will leave a huge 
hole at Collaton and she will 
be surely missed by pupils  
and staff.

Mrs Goble has had many roles 
at Collaton and had impact on 

many children over the years. She has also developed highest 
standard of pastoral support for our pupils and plays a pivotal 
role in upholding our Christian values.

Mrs Goble will be missed by all but I know you will all join us in 
wishing her the best of luck in the future.

Farewell Mrs Goble



We cannot emphasis enough how vital reading to a child’s 
development – it is at the heart of our curriculum. Being 
able to read allows pupils to take in new knowledge across a 
breadth of subjects and to pursue our passions and interests.

There are lots of reading opportunities that you can 
take advantage of at home. Collaton has subscribed 
to Rising Stars Reading Planet Online. All pupils 
across KS1 and KS2 can access a plethora of 
books. Books are graded at different levels so 
you are best to find to keep to the levels that 
best match your child. 

KS1 BOOKS offer an audio service to read 
the book. This service allows pupils to read 
independently and check their reading by 
listening back to the audio. The pronunciations 
and voices are of a standard the make reading 
enjoyable. 

KS2 BOOKS offer opportunities to read across a 
vast genre of text types. There are book types 
and themes to engage all readers from sport to 
stories.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD MY CHILD READ?

Every night! The research is clear that regular reading 
at home makes a huge difference to their reading ability. 
Reading 5-10 minutes every day at home is more effective 
than 30 minutes once a week. Children who can fluently read 
should still get a balance of reading independently and being 
read to. Children also benefit by being asked questions and 
discussing about their book. 

The Importance of 
Reading at Home!



How will Classroom Dojo  
be used from September?

Remote Home Learning

In the case of pupils isolating due to developing 
symptoms, a member of their household developing 
symptoms or isolating due to contact with someone 
who has tested positive, pupils will continue to be set 
home learning on Dojo. This will be completed and 
sent in via the ‘portfolio’ section of the platform. This 
will minimise the impact on learning being disrupted 
during possible isolation periods.

Reward Points

Staff will use dojo points during class time for 
exemplary behaviour and efforts. These points may 
not be given out as frequent as during lockdown and 
points given may vary slightly between classes.

Communication with Families

Communication between our school and parents 
is really important to us. Parents normally have 
access to teacher emails and Dojo is another form of 
communication – possibly easier if you have the app 
on your phone.

Respectful Reminder 

As a staff, we will endeavour to support our families 
as much as we can. For our staff to get the balance 
right between home life and work life, please 
avoid sending messages late in the evening or on 
weekends, unless it is urgent. We will try our best to 
respond within 48 hours. Urgent messages that need 
to be seen during the school day will need to come 
through the school office (e.g. who will pick your  
child up)

Weekly Letters and Home Work

Before the summer holidays, our school council 
representative met and raised an issue regarding 
paper wastage in the school. For this reason, 
we will be moving towards a transition of some 
homework and weekly letters being sent on 
Dojo. Your class teacher’s weekly letter will 
identify where it can be found.

Support

A positive impact lockdown did have on our 
school was how we adapted and developed 
digitally. We appreciate that our families have 
different levels of technology knowledge so 
please do get in contact if you need any support.

Classroom Dojo was set up during school closures to assist 
in providing remote learning for our pupils. Despite schools 
reopening for all pupils, we will continue to use Classroom 
Dojo in the forthcoming year. 

Last week, we sent out a parent survey on 
Classroom Dojo to see if there were any 
parents/adults in our community who would 
be able to share their expertise or time with 
our pupils to further enhance the experience 
of our curriculum. This wouldn’t necessary 
involve regular contributions of time but 
could be a one off visit (likely to be virtually 
for the foreseeable future).

So far, we have had kind offers of support 
from those willing to help with gardening, a 
parent who can support with languages and 
a member of the community who is involved 
with the MET weather office. You may have 
knowledge of something really relevant to 
our pupils learning!

At your convenience, please could you 
complete the parent survey which  
was posted on Classroom Dojo.



Year 1 have been learning about Little 
Red Riding Hood and have started 
writing some fantastic stories! 

They have enjoyed looking at the story 
of Noah’s ark during collective worship 
and have been doing some dance 
worship. The children enjoyed their 
first gymnastics lesson and came up 
with some great animal movements. 
We have also looked at citizenship and 
the children came up with their ideas of 
what it means to be a good citizen inside 
and outside the classroom!

Year 1



Year 5 have settled in really well to 
their new class routines. 

They are enjoying their first learning 
experience, which is narrative writing, 
and have worked really hard in Maths 
lessons too. They have started reading 
the book ‘Wonder’ in whole class guided 
reading and are learning lots about 
compassion and empathy from the 
characters. In Gymnastics, they have 
been working on routines including 
travelling, rolls and balances. Our first 
topic in R.E. looks at the question ‘What 
does it mean if God is loving and holy?’

Year 5



Year 6 have had a fantastic time 
during their forest fun sessions 
on a Tuesday afternoon.

It has been great to see them 
working together to overcome 
challenges, whilst having 
the freedom to explore our 
wonderful school grounds.

Year 6



Children in Reception to Year 6 from September 2020 are 
eligible for a Free Nasal Childhood Flu Vaccination. This 
is booked at Collaton for Thursday 26th November and 
will be administered adhering to all up to date Infection 
Control, PPE and social distancing guidance at the time. 

Flu vaccination is one of most effective interventions we 
have to reduce pressure on the health and social care 
system which is going to be more important than ever this 
year. For this reason, it is essential we deliver the vaccine 
to as many children as possible to prevent the spread of 
infection to those most at risk in society.

If you have not already actioned, please book as soon as 
possible by clicking the following link

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon

If you have any difficulties with completing the consent 
form please contact the Immunisation Team on our Single 
Point of Access (SPA). 

Tel: 0300 247 0082  

Email: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net

Flu Vaccinations Reminder

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility.   
It is extremely important that if you have any concerns over the 
safeguarding of our children, that you share your concerns with 
someone at school. 

Any further safeguarding concerns 
please contact our Safeguarding Lead 
Mr Nelson-Smith or Miss Postlethwaite.

We may not be able to all 
meet in the hall together for 
our daily Worship but they are 
certainly continuing!

Here is an example of our 
live headteacher’s worship, 
which celebrates exemplary 
effort and work from the 
previous week and provide 
an opportunity to discuss our 
school values.

Adapting our Acts of Worship

Safeguarding

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon






We have received complaints regarding parents parking on the grass 
verge on the main A385 road.   This must be avoided as this is not 
safe and causing damage to the grass verge and the growing flowers. 
Your consideration is appreciated.

Grass Verge Parking Complaints 

P

Raise Money For Our School

For Free!
It really feels like a ‘no brainer’ and any support in this would 
be greatly appreciated, especially with bigger events such as 
the Country show having been cancelled due to Covid.

Christmas spending – With Christmas purchases on the horizon, 
this would have a significant impact on our school.

How it works:
The ‘Easy fundraising’ programme raises 
money for causes through your normal 
spending activity. 

1    Simply download the app or use their web 
page: easyfundraising.org.uk

2  Search and select the Collaton PTFA cause

3    Browse for your purchases through the app. 
The businesses attached in the picture all 
participate, including amazon and ebay!

4    Purchase as you normally would and the 
business will donate a small percentage of 
your purchase to the school cause. There is 
no additional cost to you!

The Collaton PTFA have registered on an app where you  
can raise vital money for our school for absolutely free!

http://easyfundraising.org.uk


 
Pizza Party Menu 

Census Day 
Thursday 1st October 

 

 

PIZZA SLICE 
(assorted selection) 

V— veggie options available 
 

served with 
crunchy diced potatoes  

seasonal veg 
 

Or Jacket potato with beans & cheese 
Or ham packed lunch option  

 
Chocolate surprise cake 
fruit salad or yoghurt  

 
 

Bk 

Please book a school dinner for our Census Day  
to help support our schools funding. 

Census Day Thursday 1st October

Please ensure you pre-order your child’s school lunch in advance via 
ParentPay.  If your child is not having a school lunch on particular days, 
please choose the option called home packed lunch, so we know your 

child has one instead.

Ordering School Lunches



 

 

 

The health and well-being of our school community is really important to us  

 

 

 

We have been extremely fortunate to be working with FareShare South 
West who have kindly donated some amazing non perishable food supplies   

 

 

 
 
 
 
Generously supporting our schools during this Covid-19 pandemic 

 
If you feel that you could benefit from a little extra support with food items 
at this time then please request a free  community care food bag via school 

reception. The bag will contain a variety of non perishable food items. 
admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk  
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The health and well-being of our school community is really important to us  

 

 

 

We have been extremely fortunate to be working with FareShare South 
West who have kindly donated some amazing non perishable food supplies   

 

 

 
 
 
 
Generously supporting our schools during this Covid-19 pandemic 

 
If you feel that you could benefit from a little extra support with food items 
at this time then please request a free  community care food bag via school 

reception. The bag will contain a variety of non perishable food items. 
admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk  

Community food care packs are still available to those who feel 
they may need one. Please enquire with the school office if you 

feel you need additional food support during this time

Community Care 



Email: admin.collaton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 556433

Monday 28th Sept – 1st Oct   Bikeability Years 5 & 6 (pre-book)

Tuesday 29th Sept    School photographs (individual only)

Thursday 1st Oct                   Census Day

Friday 23rd Oct                 Last day of term 

Monday 2nd Nov   School returns 

Thursday 26th Nov            Flu Vaccinations

Collaton St Mary Primary School Term Dates

We would like to welcome Miss Daniella 
Jones to our Collaton family who now 

works in the school office on Thursdays.  
Miss Jones also works at Galmpton 

Primary school Monday to Wednesdays.  

Welcome!


